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As a thousand cnvelupes are,
That the busy mall clerks dally wield
And brand with the government Scar.

And little the weary postman guessed,
As he handed it In through the door,
What slumbwring thoughts would be waked
In my breast
By the missive he lightly bore.

And yvet It 18 8o, aud the old thoughts rise
As they oft’ have—so often before-

and pour from my bosom a torrent of sighs
As | sean the envelope o'eér,

For ab, ‘twas a delleate glirlish hand
That fashionsd this dalmy address,

And often my eyes have tenderly scanned
The marks of her pen’s caress,

And well may my warm sighs drench the
nir,
For do 1 not know that she—
She who Is gentle and young and fair—
Has been thinking and dreaming of me.

And It matters
here,
Though some might have kept It still-
That the mald s my lmundryman's young
cashier,
And the missive an un],:ul-.l bl
Chicago News.

A St‘lh\i'l‘l K lL lJEl)l‘("l‘[U\'

not—but 1'll mention 1t

BY ALFRED . ELDEN.
No; 1 do sot think we intended to
run away! It certainly was not  pre-

meditated, but merely a chain of uncon-
trollalkle circumstances, at least, for
two boys of our age. However, you
shall judge for yourself,

I was 14, and my brother 15 years of
age. Walter's tastes were decidedly dif-
ferent from mine. He was very qinet
by natwe, ';u'iu;._' but Little for outdoor
sports wid games dear to the heart of
st He was o born scholar and
A volume of Dickens and a
chair were, to him, far
more alluring than the hottest pame of
buseball that ever gladdened the heart
and distorted the fingers of Young
Anerica.

bowvs,
bookworm.
comfortable

For myself, I was—well, just an ordi-
nury with, perbaps, more than the
average youthful schemoes.
Phe advent of a circus in our little town
fully convineed me that nature had in-
tended mie for a trapeze performer, coti-
sequently my dear mother, always my
coutidante aad sympathizer, had
of mind until a costume of many
and wonderful colors was designed aud
completesd, She had a natural talent
for realizing the wants of & boy. XNo
matter what muanner of garb was de-
sired, she was alw ays nvqu:li to the emer-
geuey, and muny and startling were the
garinents evolved from her resourceful
brain, the numerous demands
of my youthful fancies.

\|'\ nerobuet e
to an nbr
L

L

aoant of

0o
l\l‘-l!'u‘

0o meet

mubitions were brought
upt wrmination by the trapeze
breaking while I was in the middle
I dropped very =suld-
and also very forcibly
top of my the

I jpres

of & wild gyvration.
denly, Jdanding on
hewd on hard tloor, and

EIVIng e t b

sion that my cra-
niwim taust be driven i, e-n!.srvi_\ out of

siglhit betweesn my shoulders. [ think
it was pear!ly four weeks before |
could turn my peck without turning juy
cutire la-nj_\-.

It was about a month after this epi-
amd the tamily eat had fully recov-
ercd from the fit into which she had
I struck, that I be-

soules,

been scared when

cate nlevested in pasdestrianism A
cousin fromm Boston came Jdown for o
two weels acation from his studies,

and an cpportunity to fill his lungs with
e l‘“l’lall"\ wir. He was a iti_L'. SUrOngs
fellow, w freshunan in Harvard,
Lthusiastic athletic
when | observed that every
it or &

andl vu-
oveer all sjports, o

morning,
hine, he out for

a4 two or three

tnvariably was

mile constitutional, just

as an .1:1|.w1i.'-'.l' for his breakfast, he
snid, it fired the spark of my somewhat
abated athletic ambitions into  fierce
flame again. If anitation is sincerest
flattery, my big cousio ought certainly
to have felt greatly flattered, for now
every morning found me pacing  off

wiles, and adding to my fund of already
vigrorous health,

I had been endeavoring for a week
or more 1o enthuse
derived

some of the benefits
from this morning spin
bhrother:

to e

into my and at last, by my
persistent cfforts, one evening | arousea
his interest enough to exact from him
me on the fol-
low ing morning, aml if it proved agree-
ible, perhaps on morning. It
did not prove agreeable, as you will ob-
Ve,

He showed up, faithful to his promise,
bright and early, but absolutely re-
fused to start withoat break fast,
MNhere was nothing to do but wait for it
and it proved fortunate that we did so.

At last, about half-past Wit
ol nnder way, after casanlly mention-
ing to our parents that we were Foing

for o walk.

4 pPromise 1O aecompany

eVery

hix

seven,

A pleasant course, and one which we
quickly agreed upon, was
the old hen-sceratcher
Twao miles along this ronte would
Cedar bridge, where 1he
road crossed a small stream.  Here we
planned to stop an 1 res<t a short while,
then return. making a nice four-mile
jaunt. Had these original plans been
carried out, all would have been well,
hut alag! who ever heard of two boys
of our age doing things properly ?

We reached Cedar bridege in good
marching order, but instead of return-
ing a= planned, we decided to keep on a
chort distance further, or far enough to
ns to say we had walked five
miles, Then some evil genius prompted
my brother to suggest walking to Fast
a favorite resort fully six miles

over what
waus known as
rocacl
hring ns 1o

ensble

pond,
bevond us.

I always thonght that he planoed on
riving me all the wakking I wanted, re-
lying on the streugth of his maturer
ugre to carry him through. He failed to
take into .-ulumlt’-mlmu. however, that
I was in active training. Two weeks'
praetice had given me a good wind and
hardened up my muscles, so that 1 was
in really excellent form. Our only fears
were that we might be a little late
for dinner, and that our parents might
WOrry.

But taking out a pencil and pnpor
Walter figured out to our entire satis-
faction that two boys, having traveled
three miles in 45 minutes, should cover
six miles more in at least two hours,

As it was then but 5:30, he showed
me by “scientific deduction™ (he wasal
ways great at things like that) that we
should have no difficulty whatever in
reaching the pond by 10:30

Strangely enough, we did not stop to
consider the possibility of our growing
tired, and not being able to keep up the

-
however, and when

ing. =

jut as the sun rose higher, and com-
menced to beat down on the dry, dusty
road, we saw that we were in for a
scorcher. The heat was something
awful. Our brisk walk had long sine«e
changed to a dogged shamble, and
rests became frequent and f longer
duration. We were also falling far
short of the schedule time, as computed
by Walter's “scientific deduction,” and
we saw very plainly that we were in &
SOTape.

Neither would tarn back, however,
although I think if «ither had proposed
giving it up, the other would only too
gladly have acceded to the proposition.
It wius a case of “one’s afraid, and the
other dassent.” both of us hesitating (o
be the first one to ory baby, so we went
on. Mypoor brother was limping pain-
fully, unaccustomed to such exertion,
and exhausted Ly the heat of the July
day. 1 would have been in fairly good
condition, had I not chosen this par
ticular day to “break in" a pair of base-
ball shoes.

You all remember how the boys used
to wear those delusions of canvas and
leather, and also a habit they had of
slipping up and down at the heel, owing
to a peculiarity of eonstruction. This
pair of mine was no exception to the
general run and had slipped and rubbed
until two beantiful blisters rewarded
their efforts, making it simply torture
for me to walk.

At last | took them off, and walked in
my stocking feer uatil there were no
feet left to walk in, then it became my
feet, How 1 wished and longed
for the callonsed pedal extremities ol
the bare-footed urchios 1 had often
ridiculed. I will not dwell on the pain
ful subject. It brings
lection of the suffering,
distant date.

Evervthing must

own

i too vivid recol-
even at this

come to an  end

finally we could
st the clear water of the pond glisten-
ing through the trees ahead, 1 think 1
could bave reconciled myself to my af-
Hiction, had it not been for w premonition
of distracted parents searching for lost
boys. The gentleman who kept the
hotel ar the pond acted the part of o
ministering angel when we presented
our cuse tw him. It being past three
o'clock. you can hmagine that we had
dey rlnlxﬂl qllih‘ a hn'ullhvh' u]a]n‘lilr. but
of stoek, guickly taken
showed our joint assets o be just seven
not very encouraging surely for
two half starved boys, but onr sympa
thetie lapdlord stood by us nobly, w hen
we informed him who we werse, for he
knew onr father, and what a dinner he
st out for us!

I my
some  little

ruCests,

an  acceount

eents,

and swollen feet causel
amuscment among  the
it did not detract from my ap-
petite, and Walter was certainly not too
tired 1o eat. We felt much better afters
onr dinner, and wounld have started im
mediately on the retarn tramp, but our
lundlord would not hear of it until w
had rested. He let us take one of his
rowbouts, and, pulling around toa litth:
we had a refreshing swim., We
were both feeling prefty nervous over
the sequel, however, and decided post-
ponement could not lessen the evil, and
would only make matters worse. 5o
returning the and thanking our
kind-hearted host again, and promising
to send him the moucy for our dinners
we struck out on that weary homewan
march,

How we ever got there 1 do not know
My blistered feet were evidently in s
stute of temporary insensibility, a
they gave me very little pain, but 1 felt
there must be a sweet hereafter in stors
for them on the morrow. Walter was

bare

CuN e,

boat,

pretty nearly gone, and  stops  were
pnecessarily called every few mniutes.
It was now dark, and onr state of

mind was far from enviable.

The aold town clock was just striking
ten when our front gate opened and two
dust and travel-=tained pedestrian:
dragged themselves wearily up over the
front steps and walked in upon a eirele
of woe-begone mourners.

In a second we were hugged and
kissed by about ten different women,
who had come in to comfort our nearly
crazedd mother, who, as mothers wil?,
imagined every conceivable manner of
misfortune, and she fully expected to
see our lifeless bodies brought inatany
moment.,

Father had seenred two teams, ansl,
with another gentleman, had
scouring the country sinee four o'clock
that afternoon, and now half the villag--
were making preparations for a tho-
rougrh search,when in we walked. They
were so glad to see us agnin alive and
well that father did not have the heart
to punish us, thinking, no doubt, as
he glanced at Walter asleep in his chair,
and then at my bare feot, that we were
already punished enough.

I believe the next day he did forbid
us to leave our .\'Ill‘!‘ for a week, but this
was a very mild sentence, as neither of
us was in a condition to do much walk-
ing for that length of time—Golden
Days,

e

Jamsics Folk Lore Saylngs.

Ebery day bucket
bottom drop out.

What cost notin git good weight.

Patient man drive jackass.

One time fool no fool, two time fool
him da fool.

When towel turn tablecloth, dere’s no
bearin® wid it. (Directed against codd-
fish aristocracy.)

Me dead hog a' ready, me no min hot
water.

When cow tail cut off, God Almighty
brush fly fi him. (Apparently another
way of sayving: “God tempers the wind
to the shorn lamb.”)

Spit in de sky it fall in your face.
maxim of prudence.)

Big blapket mek men sleep late.

Too much sit down broke trousers,

Shut mout’, no cateh fly. (A plea for
silence.)—Journal of American Folk
Lore.

go da well, one day

(A

Bird and Dalloon.

If by any means a bind attained the
lightness of a balloon it could not fy.
A halloon drifts with every gust; steer-
ing is imypos=sible, the wind chooses its
course. The bird-balloon, as light e
the wind and as strong as iron, s n
figment of the imagination.

Elephant's “ense of Smell,

Sepes of smell in an elephant is so
delicaie that when in a wild state it
sqam ceent an enemy at a distance of
1,000 vards,

The Mexicans Olaim the United
Statee ls Trespassing.

Heavy Damages Are Clalmed There-
for — The Clreumstances Upon
Which the Clalm Is

o i

Along no ineconsiderable portion of
its course the Rio Gramnde cofstitutes
the international boundary between
the United States amd Mexiweo. Until
within a few years the Rio Grande
served the purposes of a boundary line
vary creditably and satisfactorily, but
recently the settlers in Colorado and
New Mexico (away up stream)  have
taken so much water out of the river
for the purposes of irrigation that the
old boundary line becomes obl terated
during the dry scason, and this has
madde so much trouble for the Mexicans
that their government claims of the
I ndted States $22,000,000 damages,

The circumstances npon which they
base this heavy elaim for damages may
be briefly summed up as  follows:
From the neighborbhood of El Maso, ex-
tending about 90 miles down the river,
there is a valley about 15 miles wide
and sinee the river has got mto the
hubit of going dry every sunaner it has
cut many different and widely diverg-
ing channels with the advent of flood
water, In this way the internat onal
boundary has been practically oblit-
erated as far as this valley, 15 miles
wide and 90 miles long, is concerted,
This has led to endless complications ss
to national jurisdiction, and finally 1o
a eondition of utter lawlessness, In
addition to this, the Mexicans claim tbat
for some 200 years they have been cul-
tivating the lands of this valley onthen
side of the boundary which were e
very fertile and produective by irrige-
tion from the waters of the Rio Grande,
but since the river has been systemat
ically and continuously robbed of its
witers by the American settlers of Col-
orado and New Mexico just at the sen-
son when the water was needed for
irrigation, this valley below El PPaso
has become a sterile desert, absolutely
worthless for agricultural
They claim that the Mexicans have o
prior claim to the water of the Ko
Grande, as they were using it for pur-
poses of rrigation 200 years ago, but
now they have robbed not only
of the water, but of the international
boundary line, and, indirectly, of law
and order in the valley referred to.

In view of all this they set up a claim
for $22000,000 damages, but they also
propose the terms of a4 compromise.
The proposal is that the United States
should build what has< lntely tigured i
the news of the day s the “interuation-
al dam.”" This dam will (i Luilt) be
located about two and one-half miles
above Fl Paso, where the heights whicn
inclose the canyon-like valley of the
itio Grande just above El 'aso converge
s nearly vhat a dam 600 feet long will
connect them. This dam,
purpose for which it has been designed,
should bhe GO0 long and about 70
feet high, and will, when comple ted,
cost about 100K, Such & dam will
it is estimated, create e nee
reservoir 15 miles long by four miles
wide, four times a= large a=
any artificial rescrvoir now  in  the ex-
istence. This will hold all the sur-
plus water of the Rio Grande at flood
time, and this accumulation will not
only be ample for irrigation of the aric
lands in the valley below it on botl
sides of the boundary, but furnish a
supply of water suflicient 1o hold the
© lmmnl of the river by a moderate« but
continuons flow all through the dry
In this way the demands of the
Mexicans for damages can be satisfied,
the interpational boundary maintained,
law and order restored m that valley
below El Paso, and the lnnds on the
American as well as the Mexican sids
of the valley furnished with an ample
supply of water for purposes of irriga-
tion.— Buffalo Express.

PERSONAL PICK-UPS.

Queen Victoria now rules 367,000,000
!,t‘tllll". a greater number than ha= ever
hefore acknowledged the sovereignity
of either n King, queéen or emperor.

The favorite team of the smperor of
Germany s a pair of chestnuts, one of
which was raised in Susquehanna, Pa.
The other came from Binghampton,
N. X.

John Quinn, a Louisville policeman,
weight 245 pounds, was married the
ather day to Miss Mary E. Smith, who
weiphs more than 200 pounds. They are
the heaviest bridal couple of the year in
Louisyille,

Three aching testh so annoyved lsaae
H. Ivins, of Camden, N. J., that he said:
“I'll have them out, though their re-
moval kills me.” A dertist extracted
them, cansing a shock which resulted
ina fatal attack of heart failure.,

Mr. Hansen, 2 Norwegrian trader, has
left Irkutsk for northern Sibweria, where
he will investigate the recent rumors
nbout Dr. Nansen, and see if the stores
teft for him by Barom Toll on the New
Siberia islands are still intact.

Don Carlos, the Spanish pretender, is
«{ill handsome, but visibly older in face
and manner. Those who know him say
that he now has po thought of the Span-
ish or any other throne, and that the
subject of pretendership is distasteful
to him.
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GAY FR.- NCE.

It is illegal in Montpelier, France, to
wrap food in any but white paper, or
raper made of straw.,

Murseilles has just completed its
drainage system, on the maodel of that
of Paris, at o cost of 33,000,000 francs,

The ecity of Paris has spent £20,000 at
the Salon this year in buying pictures,
42 600 being the largest price paid.

A pang of 21 burglars has just been
arrested in Paris, which in the last
three vears had committed more than
200 burglaries. They were ndmirably
organized. never nsed violence and made
a specinlty of robbing churches and
priests” houses. The chief of the band
i believed to be in the United States.

He Pound ll.()-t
The Wife—John, didn't you feel like
a fool when you proposed to me?
u’i‘he Bushnnd-\n- but I was one.—
e.

—It is easy to learn mmthiug about
everything, but difficult to learn every-
thing about anything.—Emmons.

-
to serve the

BY WILLIAM F. BHBROWN,

Squire Mugle was tall and cadav-
erous. The “boys™ in Habersham often
called him “Meeehin' Mugle” Lecause,
though locally prominent, and well o
do, he wore an aspeet as of one always
lookiug for forebearance and toleration
rather than expecting honor and re-
speet.

One felt a sort of pity at sight of his
ho!low-chested, angular form, which
wis somewhat neutralized by doubt,
however, when one noted certain hard
lines of minor expression that seemed
to denote the possession of more forbad-
ding attributes,

His wife was dend, and he lived in a
large, tumbl~down house, two miles
from the little Georgia town of Haber-
sham. When the ¢ivil war came on he
sold his negroes, retaining only Gumbo
1o assist in looking after his impover-
ished plantation. His neighbors flouted
him as being s unionist, for preferring
Yankee gold t0o good negroes. Dut
slave property was growing upcerti.n;
gold was sure, and secret hiding places
plentiful.

Gumbo was short, wheezy and tim-
orous. Why the squire kept him, dhe
least comunercially valuable of  his
slaves, vwas wondered at; but the squire
knew, reasoning shrewdly with him-
self.

“If 1 lose Sumbao,
lose nothing much but
Huisanee.

" he would say, *'I
2 fut bag of
The rest of my niggers were
worth their priee."

Nevertheless, when the squire rose
one night aud bid his gold anew under a
greut heartli-stone in the
saw a ~ight that made him,

Litehen, he
for the mo-

ment, repent havipg retained Gumbo to
torment and wait upon  him., That
sable worthy, barefooted und in suirt

and dravwers, was staring at his old mas-
ter from the doorw ay, while each hair
of his Kinky head seemed to be slowly
straightening.

A devilish transformation convalsed
Squire Mugle's face. Dashing down his
candle, he sprang forward and seized
Gumbo by the throat, as he stood in the
palc moonlight streaming down from
without.

“Did _\‘uu e it ?
choking with passion.

Gumbo gusped, gurgled, and at last
managed to say: “Didn't see mnuttin’,
Vvou, marse.””

Squire Mugle slowly loosened his grip,
tigghitened it agnin, then took his hand
away, hesitariongly.

Gumbo knew! Where else could he
hide his money? This spot was haudy

right under his fingers, so 1o speak.
He desired no distant swafmp or hollow
with tell-tale tree marks, as a place to
be hunted for or forgotten, as the case
migght be, He loved his gold with a
warm, persoaal affection. Next to ihe
joy of handling it was the feeling that
it was near by, unseen, vet felt, as hy a
sixth dead to
vet psychologically alive
to wmisers and lovers.

But Gumbo gazed at his old master
with something like moisture in his lit-
tle eves. He was wounded 1o the quick
by the nature of the squire’'s evident
suspicion, and he bore the latter's seru-
tinizing look anflinchingly, though with
an aspect of reproach. The squire seized
Gumbo by the chin, raised the black face
and glanced at it harder than
Then be released the negro and sighed.

“1 will trust yvou,” he said, at length
“But if you speak, or even think much
about what vou have seen and heard,
are a dead nigper.

Oue nlght a4 band of bushwhackers de-
scended upoa them, for the neighboring
mountains were full of these pest= then,
Fhey were a set of compound rascals,
clad indiscriminately in blue and gray,
and equally 2 curse 10 both coulederate
and unicn sympathizers. They served
Muimnmor wherever the aid of rope, bul-
let or lash could invoke that deity from
the curious hiding-places wherein war-
stricken families bestowed their valua
bles,

The squire was routed out, but stood
protestingly on hisdignity. He had but
a few head of poor cattle left, too poor
even for army beef.

“Durn yver stock, old man!
leader. “We want yer money,
aroun’ and git it np."”

Gumbo stood quaking behind his mas-
ter. Though not above pilfering the
squire’s tobaceo, or rifling some hen-
roost when fure was hard, he was faith-
ful to that ope great trust concerning
what lay under the hearth-stone.

“Is—dey unyvunners er is dey rebs,
marse?” he whispered.

“1t makes no difference. They are
thicves— =0 hush up. My all is in your
kesping, Gumbo, H-s-s-h!™

(e of the men, approaching from
behind, laid a hand on Gumbo's shoul-
der,

“I'll bet this nigger knows where it
is.” he remarked. “We've hearn "bout
you and yer one man, squire. Yer've
gol money hid away and we're jes” goin’
ter hev it—=eh, bays?"

An echo of assent from the others fol-
lowed, and the man continued:

“1 also hearn what yer said to this
nigger jes’ now. So, out with the scads
er we'll find a way ter make him talk.”

he hissed, fairly

.l'l"" in'

sort of delicious S TR

most peaple,

eVer,

Noau

said the
so rush

“Boys,” exclaimed the leader, “it's
cold work palaverin® out here! Tote
ther squire inter the kitchen. 1 see

thar's a fire in thar™

Once all were inside, some pine knots
were thrown on the embers, then the
leader unwound a coil of rope from his
waist,

*Zeb,” he commanded, “you and Tom
go and cut some hick'ries.”

Two men left the room. Gumbo's
teeth chattered with fear and cold, for
he was again clad only in a shirt and
drawers.

“I'l give yver two minutes ter tell,

-squire. Afterthet we takes other means

thet yver won't be apt ter like so well”

“Meechin® Mugle” had planted him-
self on the hearth-stone, over his idol.

“Gentlemen,” said he, “you are troub-
ling your sleeves for nothing. Don't we
look poor encugh? There is meal in the
corner, a little corn im the cellar and a
side or two of bacon. That is all—izn™t
it, Gumbo?”

“Fo' Gord, ves, marse! We-uns males
coffee outen co’n, an' rubs cak ashes on
de meat in placer salt—"

“Shet up, vill yer!™ roared the leader.
“Two minutes are sbout up. Boys, grab
thet cussed nigger.”

Gumbo was seized by practiced hands.

joist by the thumbs, with his toes borely
tonching the floor. His groans and e
treatios were pitiful, vet he wao

nothing The squire raved helphesaiy,
from his station on the hearth. Finalls
Gumbo®s head fell to one side and

s

jaws hung Inose,
“Lower him down™ ordersd  the
leader. “When he comes to we'll put

the wood on him if he don't blab ™
A pail of cold water
the negro. He res

was thrown on

ived, drenched, shic-

cring, and looked round at his master
Then the foolish, f:n'lh.fnl creature
moaned :
“I hain't tole yvit, marse!"
“No—Gml bless Vo, I|Iu_\ you have

n't, I will have for
outragze, men. | have been o magristrate,

and I—

satisfaction this

“Will yer shet up?” shouted the
leader. “Now bovs, throw thet nigg
over a barrel and nachilly warp the

hide offen him with these hick'ries"

Soon the kitchen resounded with
Gumbo's cries; vet still he would pot
tell,

*Up with him!™
now furious.
cussed neck,

shouted the « aptain,
“T"ut ther rope roun’ his
Take him out ter & tree.™

While this was being  done, the
leader turned to the squire.

“See here”™ he said, “if ver don
give up thet money ver'll lose a I

right here.
Wheeler's

We're ina hlll‘rl\

cavalry are about a:

hain't over anxious ter tell “em howids
to-night. So speak up lively now, er
_\O'r.“ be short one more slave IT'é o
Goxl made little apples.”™

“Fo' Gord, genl"men! don't hang o
po” nigzuh fo' stickin® ter his po’ ole
nmar=ea—"

Alb! Gumbo was in the air now. e
was strugeling. while merciless hands
tugigred at the rope. The sepuire leajs
at the cord, cut it with his knife aq
=toamnd over his prostrate slave, his eve
blazing like coals

“Hands off. you heartless dogs!"
cried. “You shall not murder the boy

If you will have money, come with me
and may God curse the last ane of s

He loosed the rope, raised Gumbo up
and led him toward the kitehen, whi
the astonished bushwhackers followed
The

Arm, Eniler

Ives

talking among thems
till grasping his slave’s
and strodde to the hed
he again faced the guerrillas

A confusid

irt h-st10ne v he e

Doise was pnow sulilile
down the public road. Two men entered
and whispered hurriedly with the cap
tain. The noise inereased to a clatier
Ing roar

“Git outen here, men!” shouted t)
leader, “*Wheeler's men are comin
Then to the sq®fire: “Weo'll be wk
nrtin, fust yver hnow % foey thiet
blamed nigger—lhiere’s fer him®™

A pistol shot bellowed throush 1
oK. Gumibo sereamed, oo 1l

guerrillas rushed out pell-mell

IR AE TE T e

and were FOne in o triee M her tros
surrounided the house A mulstto
woman ran in and fell on Gumbo's necl

e he sat disconsolate

*1 hearn "em!™ she oried “We hearn
‘em et mother's. I knowedd e s Jers
wuz in town a-furragin’. so 1 up
run an’ let ‘'em know, One on “em to
me up behin® him, an® year | is—bless
Gord! What's de matter wid yver, Gum-
bao 2

Gumbo rose to the emergency agnim,
for his injuries, though painful, were
not Serious,

“Why, howdy, Em'line” be
sponded. » *Yer all come j==" in de nick
ob time—sho'."”

Giray-coated
swarmed
the place.

cavalrymen THOW
in, amnd shots were fired atbsou?

Severnl bushwhackers wer

captured, and o guard was left, at the
m[ilirl"h i'o'llllvr-f, lest the seoundrel
were to suddenly retaorn. Meanwhile
Emeline made Gumbo some corn coffee,

a =oldier gave him a drink of sorghum
rum, and he began to feel guite chipper
agnin. His master watched him with
kKindly eves,
o] dide't
presently.
*No, vou did not, but vou have placed
vour old master o decper debt
than mere repay, Gumbo
F'he New Year is preiiy near here, nnd 1
roing

tell, marse.” =aid GCumbo

under

mon«sy <an

froe

am 1O set von you rasaal
Youn might have run away 1o  the
Yankees, Lut instead vou have stood

vour master's best friend through thick

and thin. If that doesn't deserve free-
dom, I hardly know what does.™

“Den yver won't make me leab ver
w'en I's free, marse?” Gumbo looked

up anxiously, searcely thinking enough

of the boon, apparently, to say “thank
you.™

“Not if you want te stay—and [ hope
you do.”

“H—how "bout Em'line? Me an’ she

wants fer marry pow'fuldon’t we Em’-
yre -
line?

“G' way, niggah! T hain’t talkin’

now." And vet Emeline looked pleased
“W——e 1." The u;n:r» hesitnted
It was easier to give Gumbo freedom

than gold. The negroes would probahly
all be free before long, anyhow.
is mighty tight, but you can the
old mare, Gumbo, and—yes—hang me
if I don"t! Emeline can have $50 for
honse fixings

“Fed'rit money, marse ?
bo, anxiously.

“No—gald!"” shouted “Meechin® Mu-
gle” desperately, though he gulped
somewhat emotionaily afterward. “It's
extravagant — it's wasteful; but —
you've earned it, boy—that's all!™

The =quire hurried off to bed 1to
escape thanks and to reconcile himself
to his own liberality. Gumbo threw his
arms round Emeline,

“Fifty gole dollahs an® de ole blin'
mar'!"™ he shouted, cestatically. “Em’-
line—honey—we's rich!"—New o
hemian,

Too Good to l.'u- ln Spanking.

Almost ineredible sums are  some-
times expended on slippers.  Thus not
long ago a countess had a pair e,
ornamented with rubies, emeralds and
diamonds, costing F20,000. Bul at a
masked ball given by the duke of Man-
chester some years ago a lady imperson-
pair of slippers
valued at over

“Times

!-.lkt-

" asked Gum-

ating Cinderella wore a
adorned with jewelry
$00,000,

Spoectacles

Roger Bacon was the first 1o suggest
the use of spectacles. When they came
into use in Italy, about the year 1255, o6
the recommendution of Alessandro i
Spina, a monk of Pisa, women were
forbidden to wear themn, because it was
thought that such facinl ornamenta-
tions would muke them wvain.
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WHEN SOVEREIGNS CONFER
Greant Ado Made oa the Oocaslons of
Royal Mertings in Euarope
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BOOKS AND WRITERS

Willinm Rlack. the novel wi r ~
also n i it paan fter, o . i L=
Dofantst and all-1ry | s 1

Xarie Corell, the nove t s wihl
mr the mandolin. She N L t
vinbodiment of gentleness and « tured
to a fault

Y ellow=-rovervd unbhaound nove Wt ha'f
a dollar, as # Aan mmtat
sible of the standand of French bools,
are to be tricd on the Britisd

Rudyard Kipling was reeer \ |
a handsome price for his Verma
lenee, but refused to sel! e ix o 1
that he would oocupy IU peermancniiy
after next vewr.

It is =aid thut 200 (0 wpies of &
lection from Matthew Arnold s prosrns
published Ly Mr. Stead in his “Ponoey
Poets,” have already  beer y As
long ago as 1569 Mr. Arncld predicted
that his day wounld conu

(m the 241h of June a eelebration wa
held at the hounse of the dn
Sutherland to mark the first
Ary of !|;v' Englich Bociety of Lady
Journalists,. Miss lnth Lawrenoe, ol
New York, who was wvisiting Mrs
Craigie (John Oliver Hobiws), and Mrs

Burton HHarrison were

Interesting oceasion.

A Home Thrust.
The other
London arrived in a northera city, and
wishing to let hi= fri the south
know of his went to
i puost office (not the chief ane ), and in
quired if he could send a telegram -
rect from the office,
would take. The voung
clined to be snubbish,
his ingquirics with: panicd Lo
answer silly Her face
wonide "f-II!‘\ . howewer,
she fouud herself compelled
following messngee: “Arrived safe.
Girls bhere ugly and bad-tempered.”—
Titbits,

gucsts upon the

tduy =

Vi man
nds in

safe arrisval, he

how loang it
Iy

an<d
“I am not
questions.”

;l'llll
L j!l'

cut short

blancoced w lien

fo wire the

-




